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THE LAND QUESTION. 
If you and others can solve the Land 

Question to the landlords' advantage 
you will deserve the thanks of the class, 

but?and it is a big but?don't bother 

your head about the mortgagees. They 
are quite safe, being mostly Insurance 

Companies in England. If they come 

to grief there is sure to he a row that 

would astonish the world in general! 
Just suggest that all charges on landed 

property should be redeemed at the ten 

ant's rate of purchase, and you'll see 

what happens. YouTl be told you are 

dishonest, a red hot Anarchist, immoral, 

a visionary enthusiast, only fit for the 

nearest asylum, and so on. The plans 

of British state&nien (?) always include 

paying one Irishman out of another's 

pocket, but they would not hear of pay 

ing the Irishman by a small tax, say, on 

John Bull's breakfast scones. If the 

Irish members were worth one pin? 

which they are not?they would insist 

on that tax on the scones, but they are 

too busy abusing landlords, who are 

Iri&h as much, but mostly more than 

themselves. Look at last Cork election, 

-, who is a firebrand, I grant 

you, but also a very clever man, and who 

since he has 
*' 
made his pile," has shown 

symptoms of being anxious to defend it, 

.and also Alderman-, a first-rate 

business man, were both defeated by 
?hat dishonest ass,-. The two 

beaten candidates would have worked to 

get Government contracts, etc., for Cork, 

and would have succeeded, but no, they 

liad no chance, spite of the help given 

by the Unionists. It would be interest 

ing to know how much practical help 
the National Party have given to any 

schema to bring money into Ireland. As 

I say, "beggar my neighbour" is the 

only game they know. You criticize 

what I say of grazing lands. Mind I 

don't give my opinion on the big graz 

ing counties, for I am aware that the 

Land Question in Munster varies from 
that in Ulster and Connaught ; but don't 
forget that there is in the South an enor 

mous body of farmers holding grazing 
farms-?very little tillage?and any Par 

liamentary meddling and muddling to 
annoy landlords would annoy the farmers 

more ! No, the problem in future here 
South will, I think, be labourer versus 

farmer, and the farmers well know it, 
and are terrified. Look at the ridiculous 
cottage schemes in consequence. Whc 

they are thrown out the farmers rejoice 
more than any one. Each time one 

reads accounts of the British folly in 
South Africa one thinks what good all 
that money might do here if judiciously 
used. 

N. 

Till we see clearer into the matter I 
would allow a few acres of tillage to 
save a good many acres of grazing. It 

is on the prairies, the unredeemed Lilli 

putian armies of the grass, that I am 

waging war. I would allow no man to 

hold a prairie if wanted by other men 
for crops and fruit, or the fattest and 

finest of bullocks to chivvy the poor man 
with the spade or garden tools intent on 

growing crops, or flowers, or vegetables, 
or fruit. The bullock no doubt is a 

great and formidable beast, stronger 
than Behemoth* and still in the midst 
of his victorious career, but I think we 
can yet bring him to his knees if we are 

not afraid. 

Already I hear the brute bellowing 
on the mearings, ami inside the mear 

ings of my own County. 
" 
Meath is 

mine," he roars, 
" 

and Kildare is mine, 

and do you think you shall escape me ?" 
?Ed. 

A BEVEBIE. 

An hour on a green southward-looking 

slope on Ben Edar, staring through 
summer haze at the noble line of moun 

tains which guard Dublin Bay on the 

south; Bray-Head strong and defiant, 

his strong foot in the sea (Bray and Edar, 
I have read somewhere, were brethren ; 

Firbolg.c giants). Little Sugar Loaf 

crumpled at the top, rather the worse 

for the wars ; Great Sugar Loaf, rect 

angular, clear-pointed ; little Kitty peep 

ing coquettishly above the horizon, Set 

ting her cap at everyone who looks her 

way; Jouce, large,, generous-looking, 

majestic (I hope everyone knows that 
she is the daughter of Diarmuid Donn 

and Grainne), and the noble, wavy out 

line pf the Dublin Mountains once so ad 

mired by Shelley when he drove in to 

i Dublin out of the North mad to become a 
1 
general pacificator of the whole earth. 

With exceptions, so rare in Ireland, how 

I beautifully soft th? whole outline, no 
I thing there bizarre, craggy, crooked, un 

couth. 

Charo b-dppw bog ytfm A)y caom-cnoic 

eipinn ; 

A bAn cnoic 6ininn 015. 

" 
There are soft, smooth summits on the 

beautiful hills of Ireland: 0 fair hills 
of holy Ireland." And all these great 

mountains and hills and droums, and the 

valleys and glens between, and the river 
and stream courses we are asked to give 
over, and for ever, to a parcel 01 unidea'd 

farmers to-day, and to-morrow to di\ erse 

great English companies who will exploit 
! them all for the delectation of the 13ri Lh 
' 
trippers, a huge tidal wave of nomadic 

humanity already sending hitner, via 

Douglas, a 
premonitory spray of very 

queer and strange humans more tnan 

enough. Till every little glen ami water 

course, as in beautiful Man and roman 

tic North Wales* is stopped by a railing 
and a turn-style, and a 

** 
pay sixpence 

here ; 
" 

and tea-houses and merry-go 

rounds, and other fashionable amuse 

ments flourish, so that even in mid 

winter the desecration holds, and the 

fairies are expelled, and every gentle, 
! romantic, and sentimental person?man 

woman, or child?avoids the whole re 

! gion as dead and breathing horror. 

I The question is no doubt put somewhat 

sentimentally, but there are many ways 
of considering it. The question about 

which we shall have to ma*.e up our 

minds within the next few years has 

many aspects : one is this 
" 

are we going 
to give over Ireland to a lot of small pro 

prietors in bits, proprietors who will not 
and cannot keep it." 

KILKENNT PERMANENT 
EXHIBITION. 

We have received very sympathetic 
letters in consideration of our idea of 

opening a permanent Exhibition in the 
Richard Shee House in Kilkenny 
lor the exhibition of the products of 
local industry. Lady de Vesci will send 
specimens of wood-carving executed by 
her class in Abbeyleix, and Mr. Colles, 
Millmount, specimens of the famous Kil 
kenny marble. 

We entertain no doubt at all that if 
we can, with the help of sympathetic 
and public-spirited friends, carry out 
this project, the standing Exhibition 

will be a very interesting feature in the 
life of Kilkenny and bring visitors. " 
A. I. R 

" 
may be the means of bring 

ing many such. 
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